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lying asleep on the grass, while little goat-footed satyrs
played with his armour. This scene Botticelli takes for his
second picture, and as before follows closely Folitian's
words.

And then, having devoted one picture to the tournament's
Queen of Beauty, and one to the victor in its mimic warfare,
Botticelli makes his third picture (the most important of the
three) relate to Lorenzo and his part in all this, gathering
up in one view the whole subject of these pastimes.26 This
Botticelli does with great talent, and in a manner all his own
He takes for his text the celebrated standard which had
been borne in front of Lorenzo at both his and Giuliano's
tournaments, with its motto of Le temps revient, its device
of the bay-tree which had appeared dead again putting forth
its leaves, and its allusion27 to the new era of youth and
joy which Lorenzo had inaugurated, and had likened to the
return of spring after the gloomy months of winter. Making
the leading thought of his picture the theme on Lorenzo's
standard, Botticelli paints for him his beautiful picture, the
Return of Spring (the Primavera), perhaps the most widely
admired of all Botticelli's pictures. As before, Botticelli con-
nects his picture with the recent tournament by introducing
Giuliano and Simonetta; but he wishes to refer not only to
this one tournament, but to all these pastimes; to their
having been inaugurated by and taking place under ,the
fostering care of Lorenzo (the laurel;8), and also to the
latter's talents as a poet, in which domain he was already
beginning to earn a great reputation.

And so Botticelli depicts for us a scene of light-hearted,
youthful joy, representing the return of spring, and by his
great talent contrives that the entire picture shall speak of
Lorenzo, and breathe the very spirit of the poems in which
the latter had sung of the joys of May-time in Tuscany,
Shielded from rough winds and scorching sun by a grove
of orange trees, backed by the ever-present laurel, Queen
Venus20 (Simonetta) stands presiding over the return of